28                 PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

past and for things hereafter to be followed, changeth
right and possessions of private men, legitimateth bastards,
establisheth forms of religion, altereth weights and measures,
giveth form of succession to the crown, defineth of doubtful
rights, whereof is no law already made, appointeth subsidies,
tailes, taxes and impositions, giveth most free pardons and
absolutions, restoreth in blood and name, as the highest
court condemneth or absolveth them whom the prince will
put to trial. And to be short, all that ever the people of
Rome might do either centuriatis comitiis or tributis, the
same may be done by the parliament of England, which
representeth and hath the power of the whole realm, both
the head and body. For every Englishman is intended to
be there present either in person or by procuration and
attorney, of what pre-eminence, state, dignity or quality
soever he be, from the prince (be he king or queen), to the
lowest person of England. And the consent of the parlia-
ment is taken to be every man's consent."

We need only consult the corresponding section in
Blackstone's Commentaries, and a statement by one or
other of the modern teachers of constitutional law to convince
ourselves of the organic permanence of the constitutional
principles thus laid down in the sixteenth century. In
doing so it is worth while remembering that Sir Thomas
Smith must have felt the influence of the theories of his
day, which had been developed under the imperious Tudor
monarchs, and almost taught a doctrine of absolutism : yet
he could write a passage like the foregoing, setting forth
without qualification or obscurity the sovereignty of Parlia-
ment as the foundation of the state. However great the
difference between the actual application of the principle
in the sixteenth century and that in the present day, its
continuity in theory and practice is incontestable. It is no
less than the expression of the national method of regarding
state and law, which the English people has upheld unim-
paired and fundamentally unchanged.1

1 To take an example from modern constitutional lawyers, we may
quote Professor Dicey, the leading authority at the present day on English
public law. In his " Law of the Constitution " he begins his chapter on
the nature of parliamentary sovereignty with the words, " The sovereignty